The Minister's statement to the press by Minister's statement.
LIBRARY SCHOOL
T H E  M IN IST E R  S S T A T E M E N T  T O  T H E  PRESS
‘ T o  h e l p  t o  m e e t  t h e  very great shortage of trained lib­
rarians in New Zealand thé G overnm ent has decided to 
establish a library school attached to the C ountry Library 
Service in W ellington,’ said the M inister of Education, the 
Hon. H. G. R. Mason. ' T h e  G overnm ent is impressed 
with the advances that have been made in library work 
during recent years particularly in the extension of library 
service to rural areas, to the arm ed forces, and to country 
schools. W hile much of this progress has come through the 
work of the C ountry L ibrary Service, founded in 1938, the 
New Zealand L ibrary Association, an active body incorpor­
ated by Act of Parliam ent in 1939, has been a vigorous pro­
ponent of im proved library service.’ T h e  M inister stated 
that the developm ent of the C ountry Library Service in 
spite of the war had been very great and decentralising of 
its adm inistration through regional developm ent was being 
planned. ‘ Fullest use of the stocks of books in our public 
and o ther libraries can be achieved only through better 
staffing,’ said the M inister. ‘ T h e  Library Association has 
begun a system of train ing and final tests for the New Zea­
land Library Association Certificate will be taken shortly by 
a num ber of students. T h e  need is clear, however, for 
more powerful means of training, and a library school which 
will give a full academic year’s tra in ing  is to be established.’
T h e  G overnm ent has asked for, and the LTnited States 
Office of W ar Inform ation, through the U.S. Legation in 
W ellington, has agreed to make available the services of 
Miss M. P. Parsons, D irector of the U.S. Inform ation L ib­
rary in W ellington, as D irector of the Library T ra in ing  
School. T h is  is a generous acton which is deeply appreci­
ated by the G overnm ent and which the library profession in 
New Zealand will applaud. Miss Parsons is experienced in 
library school matters, and in addition to being Resident 
Director of a Library School in Paris from 1924 to 1929, 
she has taught in  library schools in Canada and the U nited 
States and has held responsible library posts. Miss Parsons 
has an impressive academic record with the degrees of A.B., 
B.L.S., and Ph.D. University of Vienna.
Subject to the appointm ent of the necessary staff and 
other necessary prelim inaries being carried out, the library 
school will give short courses this year, one for librarians of
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smaller town libraries and one for librarians of governm ent 
departm ental libraries.
In 1946, with the approval of the m anpower authorities, 
the school will give a year’s tra in ing  to 30 students, who will 
be University graduates in science or arts.
‘ O ther developments may be possible,’ said the M inister, 
‘ such as short courses given by the faculty of the school 
between the full courses. These could be given in other 
centres than W ellington and would be open to librarians 
approved for the course by the D irector of the School and 
the T ra in ing  Com m ittee of the New Zealand Library 
Association. T h e  students accepted for tra in ing  at the full 
course of the School will be paid allowances sufficient to 
meet their living costs and will be requ ired  to give an 
undertaking that they will rem ain in library work for a 
certain period.
‘ It is clear that adequate train ing of our library personnel 
is the logical and economical way of using ou r stocks and 
im ports of books and prin ted  m aterial,’ concluded the M in­
ister.
PROFESSIONAL LIBRARY SCHOOLS
By Mary Parsons
E d u c a t i o n  is  a  l i f e l o n g  p r o c e s s , according to H enry 
Adams, and how especially true this is of the education of 
librarians who have chosen to enter one of the learned pro­
fessions. In considering professional library schools it is 
im portant, therefore, to make clear their relation to the 
formal education of universities on the one hand and, on 
the o ther hand, to the inform al education which good lib ­
rarians continue to give to themselves during  their entire  
lives.
W hat is a library school? It is generally agreed that it is 
an institution of higher learning which trains professional 
librarians just as law and medical schools train  lawyers and 
doctors. It is generally agreed also that a library school should 
not attem pt to give librarians all the formal education of 
all kinds which they will need in library work. Instead of 
this a library school should make sure, th rough its entrance 
requirem ents, that students have already obtained, through university graduation or its equivalent, the kind of general
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